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Tuesday 2 — SUPERIOR POETRY CAFE meets in the Bayliss Library at 7 p.m. The
featured poet will be Bernie Arbic, reading from his latest book, Have You Heard the
One About the Yuppie, the Yooper and the . . . ?. The book, illustrated by Carolyn
Person, who will also be there, will be available for sale and signing. Open mic follows. (See BOOK BEAT, pp 15 & 16, for more about the book--and a poem!)
Wednesday 3 — LE SAULT ARTISTS GUILD members will meet at Applebees, at
noon. Members are invited to make a Christmas card for exchange.
SAULT THEATER WORKSHOP: Bob’s Your Elf, by Norm Foster, directed
by Chris Horsepool. A family show, for kids and adults alike. Studio theater,
121 Pittsburgh Ave. (Pittsburgh and McAllen), Sault, Ont. 8 p.m. $22/20/10 at
Madonna Optical in the Station Mall. 705-946-9481
Thursday 4 — SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED meets at the
Bayliss Library from 6 to 8 p.m.
THEATER ALGOMA: LAST CHRISTMAS by Neil Fleming. “A funny and poignant play which celebrates and examines tradition within the context of the modern
family”. Shingwauk Auditorium, Algoma University in Sault, Ont., 8 p.m. Tickets at
the Station Mall box office (705-945-7299 or kctc.ca), $20/10. Nightly cash bar.
Friday 5 — FOURTH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TREES AT LSSU—a winter wonderland. A holiday fundraiser features the donation and auction of decorated Christmas
trees, refreshments, and performances by LSSU dance students. 7 p.m., LSSU Arts
Center. Tickets may be purchased online (lssu.edu/artscenter) or by phone
(906-635-2602).
ANNUAL MADRIGAL DINNER. A traditional medieval feast w i t h
lively and irreverent entertainment by a group of talented and inspired
volunteers—all to benefit the Hospice of Chippewa County. Vegas
Kewadin. 7 p.m. Tickets $45, at the Kewadin box office.
CARNIVAL DIABLO. An outrageous sideshow extravagaza
(rescheduled). 13 plus. KCTC*, $37.50/30.
BOB’S YOUR ELF. See Dec. 3.
LAST CHRISTMAS. See Dec. 4.
Saturday 6 — CHRISTMAS AT ALBERTA HOUSE OPEN
HOUSE, 1 to 4 p.m. See pp. 6 to 8.
Christmas at Nokomis, a card by
Zoey Wood-Salomon

CHRISTMAS CRAFT HOUR for
school age children. 1 p.m. at the
(Continued on page 2)
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EVENTS—CONTINUED
(Continued from page 1)

Bayliss Library.
CHIPPEWA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OPEN HOUSE. 1 to 3 p.m. See toys, model trains,
exhibits. 115 Ashmun.

tains images of all twenty-nine species in the birdof-paradise family and film is free of charge and
open to the public.
Wednesday 10—BOB’S YOUR ELF. See Dec. 3.
Thursday 11—BOB’S YOUR ELF. See Dec. 3.

FREIGHTER VIEW ASSISTED LIVING CRAFT
Show. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Friday 12—BOB’S YOUR ELF. See Dec. 3.

A LAKER CHRISTMAS. LSSU Chorus, directed by
Karen Hughes, with the LSSU Community Orchestra
and chorus and the STARS Youth Orchestra, directed
by Dottie Case. 7:30 p.m. in the LSSU Arts Center.
Admission by donation.

Saturday 13—Sault Winter FARMERS’ MARKET at
the Bayliss, 9:30 to 12:30. See Dec. 6.

FARMERS’ MARKET IN THE BAYLISS, with
food, crafts, art and used books. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.

CHRISTMAS CRAFT HOUR for school age children. 1 p.m. at the Bayliss Library.

CREATIVE ENDEAVORS meets in the Bayliss Library from 10 a.m. to noon.
ANNUAL MADRIGAL DINNER. See Dec. 6.
BOB’S YOUR ELF. See Dec. 3.
LAST CHRISTMAS. See Dec. 4. Meet the author.
Cash bar available.
Sunday 7—SSG TRAVIS MILLS: Never Give Up.
LSSU Arts Center 2 p.m. Tickets $20 in advance; $25
at the door. Norris Center ticket office (906-635-2602)
or online at: http://www.lssu.edu/artscenter/ .
CHRISTMAS CONCERT featuring the Algoma
Chamber Singers assisted by the Central United
Church’s Chancel Choir. Central United Church
(Sault, MI—111 E. Spruce), 3 p.m. Admission by donation.

LAST CHRISTMAS. See Dec. 4

BAYLISS LIBRARY FAMILY MOVIE. 1 p.m.
Free, holiday classic, animated movie.

LEGO CLUB MEETS in the Bayliss Library Children’s room at 2 p.m.
CHIPPEWA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OPEN HOUSE. Bernie Arbic will sign his latest
book of humorous poetry, illustrated by Carolyn
Person. 1 to 3 p.m. See Dec. 6.
METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE: Wagner’s Die
Meistersinger von Nurnberg with conductor
James Levine and featuring Johan Botha, Annette
Dasch and Johan Reuter.
Galaxy Cinema in
Sault, Ont. 12:55 p.m.
BOB’S YOUR ELF. See Dec. 3.
LAST CHRISTMAS. See Dec. 4

LSSU COMEDY SPORTZ TEAM. Fast paced, family friendly, improvisational comedy in the LSSU Arts
Center Auditorium. 7:30 p.m. $5 at the door.

Sunday
14—SOO THEATRE’S
CHRISTMAS TOUR OF HOMES
comes complete with a tour of the
winter landscape. Following is a
brief synopsis. Find complete details and houses to be viewed on the
poster on p. 10. The tour is from 1
to 4 p.m. and is followed, from 2 to
5 p.m., by a tea at the River of History Museum, complete with a
showcase of STARS performers, door prizes and
silent auction. Tickets for tour and tea are $18,
available after December 3, at the Soo Theatre Office and the Mole Hole.

BIRDS OF PARADISE—A National Geographic
Adventure. This film, screened by the Sault Naturalists Club at 7 p.m. in the Bayliss Library. is the
product of eight years and eighteen expeditions to
New Guinea, Australia and nearby islands. It con-

ALGOMA CHAMBER SINGERS in concert at
Precious Blood Cathedral, 778 Queen Street East in
Sault, Ont. An hour of Christmas music. 3 p.m.
Tickets at Savoy’s in Sault, Ont. and at STARS in
Sault, MI, $20/5.

ANNUAL MADRIGAL DINNER. 6 p.m. See Dec.
6.
BOB’S YOUR ELF. 2 p.m. matinee. See Dec. 3.
Wednesday 8 — BAYLISS LIBRARY MOVIE. 7 p.m.
Tuesday 9 — HOMESCHOOL LEGO CLUB meets in
the Bayliss Library at 1 p.m.
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EVENTS—CONTINUED
(Continued from page 2)

BOB’S YOUR ELF. 2 p.m. matinee. See Dec. 3.
LAST CHRISTMAS. See Dec. 4.
Tuesday 16: SAAC BOARD MEETS in Alberta House at 4
p.m.
CREATIVE ENDEAVORS MEETS in the Bayliss Library
from noon to 2 p.m.
CHIPPEWA COUNTY GENEALOGIAL SOCIETY will
hold a research session, with questions and answers. Bayliss
Library, 7 p,m,
Saturday 20 — SAULT WINTER FARMERS’ MARKET. Bayliss Library, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
WAYNE NEWTON’S HOLIDAY SHOW. DreamMakers
Theater, Vegas Kewadin. Tickets $52.50/$42.60 at Kewadin
box office—www.kewadin.com.
SAULT SYMPHONY: Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker, in
collaboration with the Richard Kim School of Dance Arts and
featuring Sault area dancers as well as guests from the National Ballet of Canada and the Hubbard Street Dance Company. KCTC*, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. $40/27. Tickets at the
Sault Symphony Office (121 Brock St), the KCTC Box Office
(Station Mall), online at www.kctc.ca, or at the door. Call
705-945-5337 for more information.
Sunday 21: THE NUTCRACKER. 2 p.m. See Dec. 20.
Wednesday 24: ALBERTA HOUSE CLOSES AT 4 p.m. until
Tuesday, February 3.

Daily hours at the Arts Center Gallery are
Tuesday through Friday, Noon to 4 p.m., May
through December. For questions or tour information, contact Sharon Dorrity at 906-6352665 or sdorrity@lssu.edu. The Arts Center

gallery is located just inside the center’s
main entrance.

LSSU LIBRARY
GALLERY
December 1 to 5: Class photo display of
life as a freshman

December 8 to 12: Dena Bliss—Senior
Fine Art Exhibition, “The Making of a
Smith”

Saturday 27: SAULT WINTER FARMERS’ MARKET in the
Bayliss library. 9:30 a.m. to 12;30 p.m.
* to avoid constant repetition, from now on KCTC should
be read as “Kiwanis Community Theater Center in
Sault, Ontario”. Tickets for events in the center are
available in the Station Mall Box Office—online at
http://tho38wq008.boxpro.net/c2bownet.asp. Be aware
that a processing fee of $5 to $5.50 per ticket is added
to the ticket price, so a ticket listed at $35 is actually
$35 plus the fee.
BAYLISS LIBRARY, 541 Library Dr.,
(906) 632-9331. www.baylisslibrary.org.
Open Tuesday and Thursday from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Wednesday and Friday Bayliss Library
from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Saturday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Art related events
are scheduled December 2, 4, 6, 9, 13,
16, 20 & 27. See date listings for details. Closes at 1 p.m. December 20 until December 27, and closed December 31.

Artist of the Month:

Sue Johnson
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December 2 through 24: “Christmas at Alberta

A
R
T
S

House”—Exhibition and Sale
Open House Saturday,
December 6,
noon to 4 p.m.

C
E

H N 217 Ferris Street, Sault Ste.
Marie, MI 49783—906/635O
1 3 1 2 .
E - m a i l :
U T saac@saultarts.org.
WebS E site:
www.saultarts.org. A tradition in Alberta House, the annual Christmas exhibition is your opportunity to start a tradition of your own because the gifts, ornaments and other
E
R Open Tuesday through Sat- items you’ll find there are hand crafted by area artists, well made, often oneurday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

of-a kind and destined to become heirlooms. You can pick a hand made ornament right off the Alberta House tree with the confidence
that you or whoever you give it to will enjoy it every year
hereafter. Actually, you’ll find that everything purchased at
Alberta House is like that, because there’s a lot of the artist
in every creation. From its original conception to the finished product, the item reflects the artist’s creativity, skill,
experience and craftsmanship.

watercolor by Gene Usimaki

products.
Some of our artists have produced such beautiful cards
that they are gifts in themselves. David Bigelow has
note cards featuring area landmarks. Jeanne Tubman
has large cards with her paintings including Tahquamenon Falls in winter (next page), the Iroquois
Point Lighthouse and wildlife. Sue Johnson has Christmas cards. Zoey Wood-Salomon has cards you’ll want to
frame—always spare and uncluttered, with intense colors and a message either titled or implied (see p. 14
and bottom left of front page). Zoey’s brother makes
birch bark baskets and she’s painting on those baskets
and will bring them as well.
For those of you
who missed the
opportunity to

Sand River, a pastel painting by
Jeanne Mannesto

For your tree, you’ll find ornaments of every material imaginable, from birch bark and pine cones to iron and blown
glass. For your home, table linens, hand woven rugs, paintings, plaques, carvings, wall hangings, photographs, pottery,
hooks, swags, blown glass bowls and vases; stained glass sun
catchers, mug rugs, quilts, furniture and more. For your
wardrobe and person—warm, hand spun and woven scarves,
caps and sweaters; original jewelry and hand crafted body
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the hard to buy for, and earrings and necklaces
with drawings. Heidi Finley is bringing her latest
marbled products (right)—colors are almost summery—upbeat and full of sunshine, a tonic from
those who resent the early onset of winter. Marsha Page will have felted wool dryer balls garlic
baskets and a number of other items. There is
much more, of course. Some of the finest work we
don’t know about until the day it shows up.
Join us for the annual open house on December 6,
between noon and 4 p.m. Enjoy the refreshments
and the show!

Carvings by David Brown
purchase one of Maureen Mousley’s
whimsical hooked rugs—she’s working on some for this show. Among
other things, she’ll have footstools
with hooked upholstery.

And while we’re on the subject of gifts—don’t
overlook the Alberta House shop. You’ll find a lot
there as
well and
e ve r ything
in
the shop
is 20% off
in December
in
preparation
for
January

Gene Usimaki is bringing in a number
of watercolors (see previous page).
Barb Rogers is bringing her home
crafted soaps. Doe Brown is bringing
her intricately beaded necklaces
Beaded necklaces by
Doe Brown

Doodled rocks by Sue Johnson
(right). Jeanne Mannesto will have
pastel paintings (previous page). David Brown is carving Christmas trees
and snowmen (above). Rose Parish
has a broad variety of work, including
trinket boxes that make fine gifts for

inventory and clean
up.
Many of the
gifts in both the show and
shop
are
Rose Par- problem solvish box and ers for those
who
mail
necklace
b e c a u s e
they’re compact and unbreakable.
You’ll find
fiber items—hand above are cards by Heidi Finknitted and hand
ley, Jeanne Tubman, David
woven place mats,
Bigelow and Sue Johnson
table runners and
wall
hangings;
hand dyed and hand woven scarves; jewelry of all
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

types; books by area authors; carvings; trinket boxes of all sizes; a
huge assortment of cards, both note
cards and Christmas cards; Sue
Johnson’s 2015 Doodle Calendar
and her doodle rock paperweights
(left)—it’s hard to know where to
begin or end, but definitely worth
checking out. Give yourself a break
and go to Alberta House where you
can actually enjoy shopping, get new
ideas, and be sure that whatever
you give will be not only unique but
memorable.

Sun., Dec. 7: Holiday Concert. 2
p.m. Erickson Center

DETOUR

ART GALLERY OF ALGOMA, 10
East Street, 705/949-9067.
Public Hours: Tues., Thurs., Fri.
& Sat., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wed. 9 to
9. Sun. noon to 5. Closed Mon.
Admission: $5.00. Free admission for student, children under
12 and AGA members.
e-mail: galleryinfo@artgalleryofalgoma.com
www.artgalleryofalgoma.com

NEXT MONTH
IN ALBERTA HOUSE

Alberta House is
closed during January. Will re-open
Tuesday, February
3, 2015

A village wide event with a Festival of
Lights on Friday, an art and craft
show, breakfast with Santa, church
bazaar and lunch and more on Saturday, and festival of carols and lessons,
hosted by the Episcopal Church on
Sunday.

LES CHENEAUX

EUP
BRIMLEY/BAY MILLS

SAULT,
ONTARIO

Les Cheneaux Library
Mon., Dec. 1: Quilt Display
Mon. thru Thurs., Dec. 1 —4: Gingerbread house contest display
Saturdays, Dec. 6, 13, 20 & 27: Story time & crafts for children.
10:30 a.m.
Historical Museum
Fri. thru Sun., Dec. 6, 7, & 8: Open
House and tree auction

to Mid-January:
Extraordinary
Folk: Selections from the Joey
and Toby Tannenbaum Collection of International Naïve Art.
Organized by the KitchenerWaterloo Art Gallery, this exhibition features 40 paintings drawn
from the impressive Tannenbaum collection of over 140 works
of naïve art. The collection features paintings by artists from
more than 17 countries including
Brazil, Argentina, Israel, Russia,
Greece, Serbia, Croatia, Spain,
Peru and Hungary, among others.
to Feb. 7: Train Dreams. Train
Dreams is an experimental, multi-media art exhibit that examines the nature of memory and
time by exploring history through
railroad culture. Artists are Simon Brothers, Nick Kuepfer,
Mark W. Preston and Luke
Mistuzzi.

RUDYARD
IROQUOIS POINT LIGHTHOUSE
Located seven miles west of Brimley on Lakeshore Drive, the
lighthouse museum and gift shop are open on Saturdays and
Sundays from noon to 2 p.m. through December 14, when Santa Clause will be at the Iroquois Point Lighthouse. Call 906643-7900 for more information. (Oil painting of the lighthouse
by Mary Demroske.)

Mon., Dec. 1: Quiet Auction begins in Rudyard’s
Mollie R. Kahl Community Library, located in
the Rudyard School. The auction, which includes decorated Christmas trees, continues
through December 12, sponsored by the
Friends of the Library.
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SAULT STE. MARIE
MUSEUM, corner of Queen
and East Streets. 705/759-7278.
Tues. thru Sat. from 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
www,saultmuseum.com. heritage@saultmuseum.com.

Alberta HousePage
News
7

MARQUETTE/NMU ART MUSEUM. Hours: Mon. thru Fri. between 10 & 5 (Thurs. to 8 p.m.).
Sat. and Sun. between 1 & 4.
906/227-1481.
to Dec. 12: Mike Rea: Scenes of
Sights and Sights of Scenes
Dec. 1 to 12: NMU Fall 2014
Senior Exhbition

OUTSTATE
EXHIBITS
CHEBOYGAN OPERA HOUSE,
231/627-5841 & 1-800/357-9408.
www.theoperahouse.org/
Fri., Dec. 12: Switchback. An
evening of Irish and Christmas
music. 7:30 p.m. $15.
Tues., Jan. 6: Russian Ballet Theater—Sleeping Beauty. 7:30
p.m. $38/10.
ESCANABA: Wm. Bonifas Fine
Arts Center. 786/3833. 700 First
Avenue S. 49829.
www.bonifasarts.org.

WORKSHOPS &
CLASSES
BAYLISS LIBRARY
CHRISTMAS CRAFT HOUR
Bayliss Library is offering Christmas craft hours for school age
youngsters on Saturday afternoons
at 1, December 6 and 13.
MARVELOUS MARBLING

PETOSKEY: CROOKED TREE
ARTS CENTER. 231/347-4337.
Open Mon. thru Sat., 10 to 5.
www.crookedtree.org .

Heidi Finley has two marbling
workshops coming up—one at the
Crooked Tree in Petoskey and the
other a 3 credit course in the spring
semester at LSSU.

to Dec. 20: Betty Beeby and Russell Bolt, Masters of the
Brush.
Betty Beeby from
Eastport and Russell Bolt from
Charlevoix have been painting
and inspiring the northern
Michigan community for dec-

The Petoskey workshop is a basic
“Marbling on Paper” offering and
meets Tuesday, December 9, from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Workshop fee is
$99 for non-members. To register
l o g
o n
t o
https://www.crookedtree.org/eventregistration/?ee=902

ades.
Atrium Gallery
to Dec. 6:
2014 Farm to
Frame Juried Photography
Exhibition
Dec. 12 to Feb. 7: Salvage Selvage—a fiber exhibit of the
Fiber Arts Coalition
TRAVERSE CITY: Dennos Museum Center, Northwestern
Michigan College, 1701 E. Front
Street. 48686, 231-995-1055.
dennosmuseum.org Mon. thru
Sat., 10 to 5; Thurs. to 8 p.m.;
Sun. 1 to 5
to Jan. 4: Li Hongbo & Matt
Shlian—Stacked and folded—Paper as Sculpture.
Chul Hyun Ahn—Infinite
Space—sculptures using light,
color and illusion as physical
representations of infinite
space.

The LSSU course is a regular college
course and meets on Thursday evenings from 6 to 9 p.m. in the LSSU
Arts Center. A prerequisite is Arts
109. You can contact Heidi at 260667-8719.

ARTISTIC
OPPORTUNITIES
OLIVE CRAIG GALLERY’S
ANNUAL JURIED
EXHIBITION—
ARTIST’S CHOICE III
Why tinker with a good thing?
“Artist’s Choice” has resulted in excellent and innovative work, so the
gallery has decided to give artists
free rein again in its annual juried
exhibition. Time to think ahead,
and if you have a pet project or great
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

idea, go with it! The exhibit is multimedia and open to all. At the moment spring seems a long way away,
but deadlines have a way of sneaking
up on you. The exhibit will be in
place April 1 through 30 in both Alberta House galleries. Cocoon creatively!
2ND ANNUAL WINTER
FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS
The Art Gallery of Algoma has issued a
Call for Entries in the 2nd Annual Winter Festival of the Arts which will be
held January 27 to February 4. The
theme of the Festival is “Celebrate”.
The exhibition is open to all visual art
mediums. Entry deadline is December
22; application fee is $30; commission
on work sold is 20%. Best of Show
award is $300; 2nd and 3rd place winners receive $100.
For more information contact the gallery at 705-949-9076 or galleryinfo@artgalleryofalgoma.com.

NEWS & NOTES
KEEP YOUR EYE ON LAKE STATE!
It used to be that art lovers in Sault, Michigan looked to Sault, Ontario as
their primary source of art activities. Well organized and funded by the
province and national government, they produced regular programing in a
variety of fields. On this side of the river we pretty much had to depend
on ourselves, but do you know what? It worked. Volunteers are absolutely the best workers in the world—because they care! It worked and is still
working in Alberta House, and local artists are now visible and achieving
state and national recognition. It was the primary force in getting the Soo
Theatre project underway. It is the way the Chippewa Theater Guild was
able to acquire and adapt its theater and begin regular programing. It
fuels the art projects of the Chippewa Historical Society. Through all
these projects it has produced a whole new generation of youngsters who
are being educated and participating in the arts.
And we shouldn’t neglect to mention how many groups, especially new
ones, are being nurtured and given a free place to meet and bring in programs by the library. (See p. 9)
The latest addition is the new series at the Central Methodist Church
(next concert is a Christmas concert featuring the Algoma Chamber Singers at 3 p.m. on December 7—admission by donations).
And now LSSU has become a university in more than name by embracing
the arts as well as the sciences and becoming a leader in its own right.
The Sault has become an arts community to watch—good for tourism and
business, good for our quality of life, good for us!
The painting below was in the October exhibit by Anny Hubbard and
Friends in the LSSU Library. Anny painted it at age 12.
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from LSSU
LSSU CHOOSES ELLEN AIRGOOD AS RECIPIENT OF
WRITING THE UP AWARD
SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich. – An Upper Peninsula writer
whose work is inspired by her small town and Michigan upbringing is the recipient of Lake Superior State University’s
“Writing the U.P. Award.”
Ellen Airgood, who draws upon her life in Grand Marais,
where she has operated a restaurant with her husband for
about 20 years, was selected from nominations that included
LSSU alumnus Joseph D. Haske, L.E. Kimball, Steve Hamilton, Jim Harrison and Ron Riekki.
AHN editor’s note: Airgood (http://ellenairgood.com/), was
first brought to the attention of Sault residents when she was
invited to speak about her book, South of Superior, at the
Bayliss Library. That book is now available in paperback.
Her new book, “The Education of Ivy Blake” is due out next
June.)

Alberta House News

GOOD NEIGHBORS
We never mentioned this before, but ever since we
acquired Alberta House in 1985, even before painting
and renovation, we felt welcome in the neighborhood.
Local residents frequently dropped in to talk. We discovered that a surprising number of them had, as
newlyweds, lived in one of the apartments in Alberta
House. The reason we mention this now—the day
after the snow avalanche—is that on that day, when
the plows had given up and were waiting for the deluge to stop, our neighbor was clearing our walk.
When the snow had finally slowed to the point that
the plows were out and our parking lot had been
plowed, he was out there clearing it again. He has
been clearing the walk now for almost 30 years.
When we first acquired the house (and even now,
sometimes) people said it was too bad we didn’t have a
better location. They just don’t know!

print is available on line as well—
no wasting time and gasoline on
travel, and with Kindle, no waiting at all. Is a library—a building
requiring upkeep, staffing, parking spaces, heating and cooling,
not to mention basic materials
and books—still relevant?
Turns out it is—in this area anyway—because it has been skillfully changed and updated to keep
pace with the swiftly changing
world. E-books, CDs and videos
have joined the print volumes.
Films, discussions, networking,
workshops and meetings have
become regularly scheduled
events. Computer access is readily available. The library has become a place to connect with others with similar interests.
Youngsters no longer trudge unwillingly to the library when a
November 13, 2014—so much for fall! Photos by Sue Johnson who actually
term paper is due, but go there
came in to staff November 13! Our volunteers are dedicated!
happily to meet friends, listen to
stories, construct with Legos,
OUCH! KEN MILLER RETIRES
learn to write stories of their own,
It wasn’t all that long ago that if one wanted to study a subject in depth one had
see a free movie or attend a workto go to a library. Students with term papers due—went to the library. See a
shop that interests them. And no
review of a new book that interests you? Ask a local bookstore to order it for
one, in this area at least, quesyou—and wait—or see if the library had a copy.
tions the relevance of the library.
Today information is literally at one’s fingertips via the net, and any volume in

In this area, the individual who
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has done the most to bring this about and to put in place people who will build on it and keep it going is Ken Miller, the
Superior District Library’s Director. On the front page of
The Superior District Library’s November-December newsletter, Superior News, is an announcement of Ken’s retirement.
Nobody begrudges a person of Ken’s accomplishments the
rewards of retiring at the very peak of his profession, but his
leadership, his drive, his vision, and his ability to work with
people and to network will be sorely missed. As the article in
Superior News states: “Under Ken’s leadership the library
has become a community center”.
Ken has managed to hire, keep and give responsibility to others with vision and drive—and to give them their heads. Together they have accomplished wonders in a spirit of cooperation and can-do enthusiasm. The Bayliss Public Library received Citations of Excellence in both 2007 and 2011. Ken
Miller was named “Librarian of the Year” in October. All
this, and more, in just ten years.
His accomplishments are many and he leaves a thriving library system in good hands—but still—it’s hard to see him
go. We owe him a lot! The only upside is that he’ll have
more time to paint.
The new director is Lisa Waskin, who arrived from Illinois
late last month.
The November/December news article has much more about
Ken and his accomplishments and also about the incoming
director. See it online at: http://www.uproc.lib.mi.us/bpl/
files/SuperiorNewsnd2014.pdf.

ALBERTA HOUSE BEATS
THE WINTER BLAHS

JANUARY
January is the only month we don’t have an exhibit in Alberta House. We have to reorganize and clean up sometime and
reasoned that if there is any month that people might rather
stay in anyway, it’s January. It’s a time to recover and reorganize after the holidays, and too cold to enjoy being out.
The excitement of the first snow is over (this year, long
over), and a lot of you have fled south for a respite.
If you are out and drive by you’ll probably see cars in the
parking lot, and lights on—there’s a lot of cleaning and reorganizing to do every year and volunteers are working.
Arts
information
is
available
by
e -mailing
saac@saultarts.org, or calling Jean Jones at 906-437-5463.
Best way to get information to us is by e-mail (above). Telephone works too, but there’s more room for mistakes made
taking notes.

Alberta House has never had a better selection of art
for giving. For most women, buying for men, even
those they know well, is a problem—so many things
to consider. Tastes, color preference and size are
always biggies. The old jokes always feature ties and
sox—affordable and one size fits all, but hardly special, and gifts should be special.
What we offer are nautical prints, photographs,
paintings and cards as well as a wide assortment of
wildlife art. We have Dave Bigelow’s cards and
prints of the area’s historic buildings. Many of our
artists have prints, original paintings, and cards of
this area’s most beautiful spots.
Most of the area’s authors happen to be men and
while they write about the things that appeal to all of
us, you know you can safely buy their books for men.
(Continued on page 11)
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Look for books by Bernie Arbic, Peter
Gianakura, Rich Hill and Ken Hatfield,
among others.
In the Christmas show you’ll find trinket
boxes perfect for loose change, extra keys,
cufflinks, paper clips and rubber bands,
memos and receipts and more—all those
things he doesn’t want in his pockets but
doesn’t want to throw away.
In the shop you’ll find man size mugs and
pottery bowls that will keep his oatmeal hot.
You’ll also find warm, hand woven scarves
and caps. Every item is unique. No more
boring Christmases!
We don’t need to enumerate the many items
women will love (although we will mention
a few) because women love beauty in almost
any form and both the shop and the gallery
are awash in beautiful items, much of it
wearable and most of it useful as well as
ornamental. Practical, oven to table stoneware; jewelry from funky to sublime; quilts,
wall hangings, hooked items; iron hooks and
candle holders; baskets of many materials,
from birch bark and sweet grass to reeds
and black walnut; paintings, collages and
wall hangings; rainbows captured in blown
glass vessels; needle felted notebook covers;
doodle calendars for an upbeat 2015; Bernie
Arbic’s latest book (see pp. 12 & 13) and
Peter Gianakura’s “An American Cafe” (on
CDs or in book form) for lasting smiles and
reminiscences. You’ll love the colors, the
sparkle, the freshness
that the display conveys and leave your
visit recharged and
ready to face the snow
once more.
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SAAC ANNOUNCES WINTER TO SPRING CONCERT SERIES
Many of you were at the concert of the U.S. Air Force
Band of Mid America’s Midwest Winds concert in Alberta House this winter and
were reminded, as we were,
that the acoustics in the
building were very good for
unamplified music.
When
Mark Pulaski approached us
with a plan for bring in
acoustic musicians, we
jumped at the chance and
accepted his proposal for a
three concert spring season in
the first half of 2015. A little
history here:
When we opened Alberta House the orphans in the art community were
the artists and the craftsmen. With the closing of Olive Craig’s Woodland Workshop the best they could do to display and sell their work was
to pool their money, rent a spot for a day or two, go to all the work of
putting on the display and advertising on a tiny budget in the hope that
the timing was good enough to bring in viewers. The lack of visibility
resulted in a lack of respect for their abilities and a feeling that if it
was local, how good could it be? Therefore a critical need was an affordable place for regular exhibits. The artists and craftsmen put a
huge amount of sweat equity into the renovation of the Alberta House
gallery area and the result was the Olive Craig Gallery. A lot has
changed since then. Our artists are recognized across the state and
even across the country.
The acoustic music concerts give us the opportunity to add music to our
offerings and to boost acoustic musicians. Our idea is to run the series
the way we run our other offerings. We don’t profit financially. We
want the activities to be open to anyone so we don’t charge for them
but we gratefully accept donations to further our work and to pay the
artists.
Therefore what we plan is admission by donation with proceeds to go
to the artist and we hope it will be enough to make their trip worthwhile and encourage other musicians to participate.
It’s fitting the first concert features a Sault woman, now a professional based in Traverse City and soon to move to Nashville,
Missy Zenker. A good many of you have heard this singersongwriter in concerts in this area, many of them with her sister
Chelsea.
The concert will be held Sunday, January 25, 2015. It will begin
at 4 p.m. and will be followed b a “Meet and Greet” at Captain’s
Pub and Grill in the Ramada, which is donating the performer’s
lodging.
We’ll have more information on the concert and the series in the
January Alberta House News.
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BOOK BEAT
Just in
time for
Christmas,
a
n e w
book by
Bernie
Arbic,
illustrated by Carolyn Person. The
official
b l u r b
states:
This book
contains twenty-six poems and supporting drawings or cartoons. Twenty-five of the poems are
based on jokes that the author heard and enjoyed.
He then fleshed them out and set them to rhyme,
believing that a good joke can be enjoyed many
times, if told in rhyme. The one exception to the
description above is the poem The Hydration of
Dan McPhee. This poem pays homage to the Robert
Service poem The Cremation of Sam McGee, by
imitating its rhyming scheme, and telling a similar
story, but with different challenges and geography.
If they were rated like a movie, they would probably deserve a "G" or "PG" rating.
We have the author’s permission to give our readers a sample poem, complete with illustration—
but before we do, there’s a story to the story—and
the illustration, right from the horse’s mouth
(sorry Bernie): Many of the poems in the book were
written in the late 1980s. Several of us from LSSU
used to gather on Friday
afternoons
at
the
"Bombshelter" for a few
beers. One time, a fellow
said "We ought to call ourselves poets, because P-O-E-T-S
stands for 'piss on everything, tomorrow is Saturday'" Then someone else said "If we do that, we
ought to have to read an original poem at each
meeting; if you don't bring a poem, you buy the
first pitcher." That got a tradition going. Each of

us tried to write a poem that would get the most
laughs, and the best way to do that was to find a
good joke, and set it to rhyme, squeezing in local
references, and a bit of character development if
possible. I always felt that getting illustrations for
the poems would greatly enhance their appeal, and
was lucky to be able to talk Carolyn Person into
creating some for the book. I think her drawing to
illustrate the P-O-E-T-S story really captures the
whimsical nature of the book.
One Amazin’ Raven
Ravens are smart and they practice an art
That few other critters have matched
I had one for years and he won me some beers--He could talk soon after he hatched
Only eight weeks old he used to scold
My dog for no reason at all
He could imitate me and it was fun to see
My kids come home when he’d call
I named him Poe and we watched him grow
With particular fascination
He would tell us tales and like most of us males
He was prone to exaggeration
He was barrels of fun and he pretty much won
The hearts of all that he met
But he started to boast, sayin’ he was the most
Amazing and talented pet
If we went to a bar, soon he’d be the star
Telling the things that he’d done
Said he liked geometry and loved trigonometry
And did calculus problems for fun
He said he once flew down to Kalamazoo
Against the wind the whole way
And on his way back he carried a pack
Of toys to give out the next day
Said he flew down to Austin, then over to Boston
Where an airplane forced him to land
He stayed for a week and he earned his keep
Bein’ drummer in a small jazz band
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That made the man smile, and he thought for a
while
Then he said “I would of paid more
I’ll show off your skills, and pay all my bills
You’ll bring thousands through my door”

Well, a man from away, in the bar one day
Proposed a business transaction
He said that he’d heard of my marvelous bird
He’d make him tourist attraction
We went outside and the man couldn’t hide
The craving he had for Poe
I tried to be fair, but had to declare
I was willing to let the bird go
So I named my price and I thought it was nice

But I looked at Poe and I said “You know
I feel sorry for this buyer
All you said that you done, not a single dang one
Was true, you feather-faced liar”

That the man agreed on the spot
But my bird
seemed hurt, and
kicked at the dirt
When he saw
the price that he
brought
I was shocked
how he cursed,
sayin’ I was the
worst
Man ever at makin’ a deal
He looked at the guy with a scornful eye
And said “Bossman, you got a steal”

Bernie will be the featured poet on the Superior
Cafe meeting at 7 p.m. December 2, in the Bayliss
Library. He and Carolyn will also be signing his
book at the Chippewa County Historical Society
Open House, from 1 to 3 p.m. December 13.
Arbic’s book is available in the Sault at Alberta
House, Chippewa County Historical Society, Das
Gift Haus, Island Books and Crafts, Twenty Below and Up North Books; in Barbeau at the MMC
Store; in Bay Mills at the Dancing Crane Coffee
House and in Cedarville at Safe Harbor Books. If
you live farther away, you can purchase it on Amazon.

The November 9, Evening News recorded a double blow to the
arts community—the deaths of Marion Strahl Boyer and Peter
DeCourcy. Peter DeCourcy was a true theater person, both on
and behind the stage. Although probably best know lately as
John Johnston, he was just as believable as the suave dentist
in Cactus Flower and the country bumpkin in On Golden Pond.
He and his wife, Susan, made a great theater team. Both the
Chippewa County Historical Society and the Hospice will miss
him sorely
We first knew Marion Boyer as a stained glass artist with work
in Olive Craig’s Woodland Workshop, but that was just the tip
of the iceberg. In earlier days Marion had an illustrious career
as a photographer of national repute. She has also been a journalist and a journalism teacher. She produced woodcuts and
prints.
Marion was one of the first persons on board to support our
earliest newsletter—well before Alberta House had provided us
a home. She visited often in the early days before and during
the renovation, when the building looked like a bombed out
shell. Many years later, when we discovered we had to have a
new roof, there was suddenly a $10,000 donation from Marion
to keep us dry.
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Marion was quiet and unassuming and one
would never know of her accomplishments from
listening to her. We didn’t know of her life before the Sault until she was in her 90’s and her
grandson, Eric Demaray (Sault Realism) put
together a large and very impressive exhibition
of her photographs. She was proof positive that
if one is an artist, the medium is incidental.
She was enthusiastic about her work with glass
and the more she explored it the more she began to probe and expand its possibilities, etching and sandblasting to more fully convey her
vision. The exploration came to an abrupt end
when a fall on the ice broke both her wrists.
Undaunted, she turned to watercolors.
Marion was totally realistic with a wry sense of
humor. It didn’t seem to occur to her that there
was anything she couldn’t do and usually there
wasn’t. She was an absolute menace to an address book, moving frequently, remodeling
(hands on) and moving again. Adaptable, flexible, capable doesn’t begin to describe her. Even
in her nineties, it seemed like she would go on
forever—and in a way, in lessons taught without words, she will.

Alberta House News

RON PACQIN IS THE FEATURED ARTIST
IN A NATIONAL PBS SERIES EPISODE
A CRAFTSMAN’S LEGACY currently has an episode on Ron
Paquin, titled “The Basket Weaver”. The program is Episode 13 in
the series, but you’ll have to contact your local PBS station to learn
when it is being aired.
Most people in this area know that Ron does a lot more than weave
baskets. He’s a repository of knowledge and skills in and of a large
variety of native crafts and active as a teacher and exhibitor of the
crafts which range from large scale (birch bark canoe building) to
tiny baskets and quill work. Ron works from the bottom up, first
gathering and preparing his own materials.
We’ve seen less of Ron in this
area since he and Molly moved to
Cheboygan, but most summers
will find him teaching workshops in the Cedarville area.

Images of Ron and his work
from past SAAC events.

DEEP WINTER SLEEP
Deep Winter Sleep
Retreating in our lives
to a more relaxed and quiet
place
Above is Zoey Wood-Salomon’s new painting, a 15 x 11 1/2” arylic on paper, and
to the right is the poem that goes with it. The painting is available as an 8 1/2
by 5 1/2” card for $5 in the “Christmas in Alberta House” show. The original
($700)is still with Zoey. Another of Zoey’s new Christmas cards, called “Little
Spirit Moon” is available in the Alberta House Shop, as are packages of cards.

at a time when we need it
is a lesson learnt from
Mukwa, the bear

COUNCIL
SAULT AREA ARTS
TS
ALBERTA HOUSE AR
CENTER

217 FERRIS STREET
SAULT STE. MARIE

Home of the Sault Summer Arts Festival

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Alberta House News is published monthly as a public service
by the Sault Area Arts Council. Printed copies may be picked
up free of charge at Alberta House Arts Center or the Bayliss
Library. Printable copies can be downloaded from our web
site (www.saultarts.org). Items for Alberta House News are
best transferred in written form, either dropped off at Alberta
House or mailed there c/o Jean Jones. You may also call
906/437-5463 afternoons or evenings or e-mail
saac@saultarts.org. Alberta House News publishes art news of
general interest to its readers. There is no charge for inclusion.
Please include the sponsor of an event with the information.
If you would like to become a member of SAAC and help
support arts council services, fill in the form alongside and
mail with your check for $25.00 in U.S. funds to the Sault
Area Arts Council, Alberta House Arts Center, 217 Ferris
Street, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783. Members are mailed a
monthly copy of “Alberta House News” as a benefit of
membership or can download a copy. We will send an email reminder when a new copy is on line if you send
your e-mail address to us at: saac@saultarts.org.

IN THE ALBERTA HOUSE
SHOP IS 20% OFF DURING
DECEMBER !

EVERYTHING!

