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UPDATES
This will be a strange newsletter because basically the news is that we’re all waiting
to find out when we can resume our normal activities. An added problem for an
events calendar is that when we do get the go-ahead to resume, some of the
planned activities will have to be dropped or postponed for another year because
we will have lost an unknown number of months from this year. The same is true
for all the area presenters.
We had a great spot for our annual arts festival, smack between Art on the Rocks in
Marquette and the Hessel Boat Show. That may still be possible. If not we’ll reschedule but we will have the festival.
What was planned for Alberta House exhibits was the Native American Elders show
in May, but Meegan Flannery and Jean Mannesto were all set for April and are still
ready (see last month’s Alberta House News) so probably they will be next. Mary
Stroba, set for the Mini Gallery in July, is also ready and has sent photos. Both Meegan and Mary are using the “stay at home” time profitably in their studios, painting
away.
Alberta House will be closed through May. Shena Sloboda, who usually works two
jobs, and Kathy Maine, whose working hours have been cut in half, are using their
off time to enhance Alberta House. They got busy and photographed every painting
in the K through 12 Student Exhibit and posted them on the SAAC Facebook page,
so you can use your down time to view the virtual exhibit. Shena then papered the
Alberta House windows with red hearts. Kathy is working on the Alberta House
back garden.
We are assuming that presenters, such as the Academy for the Performing Arts and
the Soo Theatre will reschedule their planned events. Both have students rehearsed and ready to go, and sets made. See p. 9, for more on the Soo Theatre.
We will post updates as possibilities unfold. If you don’t find a venue listed, assume
that is closed through May. More are than aren’t.
Sault, Ontario has the same dilemma, of course. In the Algoma section of this newsletter we’ll include their interim announcements and the Sault, Ontario theater
news is on p. 10. In the EUP section, we’ll include events set far enough in the future to look probable as well as calls to artists.

The Potion Maker by Heather
Laurence. See. pp. 8 & 9

Most organizations are posting updates on their Facebook pages, but your editor is
a Facebook nerd, so look for ours primarily on our website. Print copies of Alberta
House News will be suspended until the all clear, but it is downloadable on the web.
Meanwhile: It’s still spring! Trees are budding and flowers are popping out. Get
outside now that you have time to enjoy it!
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Reactions to the current pandemic vary widely, but
the reactions of our artists has been to pull together
and do what they can to make everything better for
all of us. Sue Johnson doodled a poster with advice,
thank you’s and sympathy. Ginny Johnson used her
Earth Day banner to stress that we are all in this together.
As happens in every disaster the ignorant and fearful
take the opposite approach and look for someone to
blame, usually the victim. Missouri is actually suing
China and Trump has targeted the World Health Organization. There is also wish for a miracle cure or
formula for warding off personal contamination rather than heeding rational scientific advice about
hand washing and social distancing, thinking magic to
be more effective than the mundane. Denial is fatal
too, as many who ignored the advice about congregating, some in protests over such restrictions, are
now dead from the virus they acquired through such
congregations.
In this area we are extremely fortunate in that we
have a tradition of mutual help, practicality, and a can-do spirit. Neighbors check on neighbors. Our sparse population aids
in social distancing and our beautiful area and the coming spring make outdoor activities attractive. Most of us have access
to internet and e-mails are flying back and forth as are chats, photographs, advice and encouraging words. We know our
neighbors. New York City and Detroit are great places to visit when things are going well and one has the money to enjoy
them but fatal traps in a pandemic, especially for the poor, and their death toll mounts. It was a tough winter in the EUP with
power outages and blizzards, but it’s worth it just to be up here now!

SAULT, MICHIGAN
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LSSU CLOSED
INCLUDING GALLERIES

ALGOMA
SAULT COMMUNITY
THEATER CENTER

100 W. Portage Ave. 906-259-5035
http://1668winery.com/
Winery Hours: Sun. & Mon., noon to 9
p.m. & Tues. & Thurs., noon to 10 p.m.
Fri. & Sat., noon to 11 p.m.

CLOSED. WATCH FOR UPDATES

Dear Patrons
The Corvid-19 has had a huge impact on our society and our industry over the last few weeks.
Your health is foremost in our minds as we navigate the ever changing situation locally as well
as globally.
We have received a directive from the governing bodies that we are to temporarily suspend
access to the theatre. This will take effect immediately and last until further notice. When the
community situation has be reassessed we will update you. It is regrettable but I sincerely
hope for your understanding in these difficult times.
For the performances scheduled during this period, we are working with promoters and staff
for the best possible solutions. Most events are in the process of being rescheduled. We are
setting up procedures to refund those who are not able to attend the new dates and updating
our media as information becomes available.
Sault CTC shows presently affected:

Rotaryfest, Sault Ste. Marie’s summer festival, is on hold because of COVID-19. The decision was
announced by Rotary Club of Sault Ste. Marie on Thursday morning. “Our team is monitoring the recommendations of Algoma Public Health and the provincial government, looking forward to when we
can gather together again,” the statement says. Updates will be made at www.rotaryfest.com and
www.facebook.com/rotaryfestssm. Rotaryfest, formerly Community Days, began in 1922.
The Art Gallery of Algoma
has mounted a
virtual exhibition @https://www.artgalleryofalgoma.com/art-is-all-around-us-ndash-about.html. Title is “Art Is All
Around Us”. This virtual exhibition features a selection of art from the AGA’s permanent collection. It
consists of paintings that represent different styles, time periods, artists, and they vary thematically.

ART GALLERY OF ALGOMA

(Continued on page 4)
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ALGOMA
Closure at the Bushplane

We would like to invite you to do your interPublished on Mar 17,
pretation of one or more paintings that speak
2020:
“To our valued
to you. You can re-create a painting, respond
friends and supporters,
to it in your own way or create your answer to
please be advised the Caa feeling that a particular painting provokes in
nadian Bushplane Heritage
you. To create your artwork, use any found
Centre will be closed until
objects in your home, yard, shed, garage such
further notice. Please be
as paper, fabric, yarn, containers, boxes, cardsafe with your family and
board, wire, branches …. Anything that works
50
Pim
St,
Sault
Ste.
Marie,
friends.
for your creative idea and is readily available at
ON
P6A
3G4,
Canada
home as we are practising physical distancing.
Follow your feelings, look at colours, shapes,
composition of the paintings and allow yourself See page 19, for updates on how Algoma theater groups are coping.
to be playful, imaginative and inspired!
Voting: There will be a public voting process
as part of this exhibition. Voting will start
after two weeks of submissions and will be
open for one week, from May 1 to May 7,
2020. We will announce a winning creation on
Most EUP venues will be closed in May, although outdoor activities
our web page and AGA’s social media
near the end of the month are a possibility. Look for virtual exhibits
platforms: Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
on line and ongoing project news, like summer workshops, compeThe winner will get an AGA family membertitions and the like.
ship for one year!
The Simon and Garfunkel Story – Rescheduled May 22nd
PARADISE

EUP

Yesterday Once More – Rescheduling in process
Matthew Good Moving Walls Tour
– Rescheduling in process
Life on the Farm – Rescheduled
November 7th
Millan and Faye – Rescheduling in
process

PARADISE COMMUNITY YARD SALE
Take this opportunity to explore the area yard sales. The deadline
for sellers to list their sale on the yard sale map is May 20. Contact
Sherry at 906-492-3219. Maps to sale locations will be delivered to
Paradise area businesses for distribution Thursday 5/23. 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Some sales may be open on Friday.
Event sponsor: Paradise Area Chamber of Commerce.

Please note that shows we sell tickets for that are not in the Sault Community Theatre Centre we have no
further information on at this time
but will supply as it becomes available. We will do everything within our
capabilities to keep you informed as
information becomes available to
us. I apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and ask for
your patience as staff strive to do
their utmost to address the situation. Questions and concerns can
be directed to media@saultctc.ca.

CURTIS
Curtis Community Arts Council
Erickson Center, 9246 Saw-WaQuato Street, Curtis, MI 49820.
P.O. Box 255. 906-586-9974.
Contact Information: Rachel Bonacorsi,
office2@ericksoncenter.org.
www.ericksoncenter.org

Check Erickson website for updates, info on upcoming Songwrit(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

ers’ Weekends and info on Photography
Competition and their early fall festival.
The photography competition info is also
in the April Alberta House News.

OUTSTATE
As of this writing arts centers are closed through May, but almost all galleries have mounted virtual exhibitions on their websites. If a gallery is
not listed it’s because no information was available.

MARQUETTE: NMU DE VOS ART MUSEUM
Hours: Tues. & Wed., 10 to 5; Thurs. & Fri., noon to 8, & Sat. & Sun.,
noon to 6. 906-227-1481. Closed until March 7, for spring break.
www.http://art.nmu.edu/department/museum/

Dear Friends,
As the health and safety of those near and far are our highest priority, the
Museum remains closed. We will continue to follow local and governmental protocols to ensure the best outcomes for everyone.
You can also peruse photographs of the shows currently on display Weaving Traditions and Familiar Facades on our website. We plan to
reschedule Bernie Park and Carol Irving's artist-led workshops as soon
as we can physically return to campus.

Digital images

LES CHENEAUX
The Les Cheneaux Arts Council has announced its 2020 summer workshop
schedule.
See WORKSHOPS, pp. 6
through 8, for the full schedule.

PETOSKEY
Crooked Tree Arts Center
www.crookedtree. 461 E. Mitchell
Crooked Tree closed but offers virtual events
and exhibits online.

CHEBOYGAN
OPERA HOUSE CLOSED

The Winter 2020 Senior Exhibition will be held in an online
format this year. We are fortunate to have talented professors and skilled faculty as
colleagues at the School of
Art and Design. Director, Daric Christian, will be designing
the site for the Senior Exhibition. The Winter 2020 Senior
Exhibition
is
now live
at
http://art.nmu.edu/
seniorshow.
(Winners are
now online on the museum’s
website.) This year forty-four
artists from concentrations
across the School of Art &
Design are participating in the
exhibition.
We love and appreciate seeing the artful ways you are all
coping with uncertainty.
Viewing hearts and messages
of hope in your windows have
lifted our spirits. We are also
grateful for our colleagues
Peter Pless and Daric Christian, who have spent time printing and assembling face shields for medical professionals. We look forward to
seeing you, shaking hands, and embracing again real soon. For the
time being, we look forward to seeing your inspirations as well as your
artful and intelligent solutions to these trying times at a distance, at
places like Instagram.
More on next page.

OUTSTATE
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DEVOS MUSEUM CONTINUED
Congratulations to the 2020 North of the 45th Artists!
Erik Benson, Ben Bohnsack, Gregg Bruff, Taimur Amin TR Cleary, Melissa Cooke Benson, Teresa Cox, Fran Darling, Andy
Delany, Beth Dorsey, Linda King Ferguson, Martha Fieber, Madison Hager, Matt Hirvonen, Carol Irving, Breehan James,
Susanne Kilpela, Ashley Kolka-Lee, Diane Kribs-Mays, Tiffany Lange, Debra Laurie, Michael Letts, Dodie Logue, Kim
Matthews, Cade Musich, Carol Phillips, Russell Prather, Jason Ramey, Jason Schneider, Patrick St. Germain, Kat Torreano,
Amy Usdin, and Jeff Wetzig. North of 45 Exhibition dates: June 19, to August 7.
ANNUAL CHILDREN'S EXHIBITION
Each spring, our hearts soar as teachers install students' artwork, and the Museum fills with color and creativity. The Annual Children's Exhibition is visual evidence of all of the hard work that art teachers pour into every class period. We are so
sorry that we will not be able to host the Annual Children's exhibition at the Museum this year.

WORKSHOPS & CLASSES

WORKING WITH CLAY: “Bowl’s, Bowl’s, Bowl’s”
Date: June 30th: First Clay Class. Second Session Class:
Glazing, July 14th. Time: 9 a.m. to noon. (class times
for both Sessions #1 & #2). Location: Cedarville Community Schools Building/Art Room. Fee: $50. Instructor: Lin Schepperly.
Description: Join our two-session, Clay class and make a
bowl that can be used for a salad, pasta or just a piece
of art that may be proudly displayed on a dining room
table or showcased on a shelf.

RUSTIC WOOD SIGN, “MICHIGAN”
Date: July 6: Monday. Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Location:
Les Cheneaux Arts Council Studio in Cedarville, Michigan. Fee: $35. Instructor: Michelle Colangelo.
Description: All supplies, paint, instruction and your premade stencil are provided to create this personalized
wood sign on 12 X 12 pine. Paid reservations must be

made by June 4th for pre-made stencil (replace up to
3 words with your personalized word or name).
Please call Kerri Smith at 906-484-1333 to arrange
for your pre-made stencil. Pre-register online or send
in reservation and check with the class registration
form located in The Guide. ****Important: Reservation must be paid by June 1st for pre-made stencil
(initial and word/name)
ACRYLIC PAINTING “Show Your Patriotism”
Date: July 7:, Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m. Location: Hessel
School House, Fee: $35. Instructor: Cindy Lyons.
Description: Explore Acrylic painting with Cindy Lyons.
Let’s play in the paint! Get your aprons on and have
some fun with acrylic paint, brushes and palette
knives. Design your own stars and stripes creation by
mixing and spreading colors on a 8”X10” canvas.
(Continued on page 7)
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Open to all ages. (Parents should accompany young
children.)

PERSONALIZED RUSTIC WOOD SIGN
Date: July 9, Thursday. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Location: Les
Cheneaux Arts Council Studio. Fee: $45. Instructor:
Michelle Colangelo.
Description: All supplies and instruction provided to create
this personalized sign on 16 X 14 planked pine. Students
will be provided with their own pre-made stencil, tools and
paint to complete this project. ** Important: Paid reservation must be made by June 1, for pre-made stencil (initial
and word/name). Please call Kerri Smith at 906-484-1333
to arrange for your pre-made stencil. Pre-register online or
send in your reservation and check with the class registration form, located in The Guide.

POURED ORNAMENTS
Date: July 10, Friday. Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m. Location: Hessel Schoolhouse. Fee: $45 (Includes materials). Instructor:
Heidi Reichenbach Finley.
Description: It’s Christmas in July! Join Heidi for this very
popular adaptation of acrylic pour. You’ll make 4-6 beautiful, shimmery glass tree ornaments in your choice of holiday colors. Heidi makes higher-level crafting easy for everyone. No experience necessary. Beginners through advanced. Note: Paint is messy, so please wear work clothes
and shoes. Ornaments need 1-2 hours dry-time before
they are ready to take home.
PORQUPINE QUILL BOX
Dates: (Three session class July 14th, July 21st, July 28th).
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Location: Les Cheneaux Arts Council Studio, Cedarville, Mi. Fee: $110. Instructor: Ron
Paquin.
Description: Students will make a porcupine quill box with
natural materials supplied by the instructor. A step by
step process will be taught by the instructor and prior experience is not needed. (Not recommended for children).
ACRYLIC PAINTED “FUN FISH”
Date: July 15th, Wednesday. Time: 3 to 5 p.m. Location:
Hessel School House. Fee: $35. Instructor: Cindy Lyons.
Description: Create a fun and whimsical fish painting, using
Acrylic paints on a 8”X10” canvas. (This class is designed
for teens and adults. Beginners are welcome.)

ACRYLIC FOREST FLOWER
Date: July 22nd, Wednesday. Time: 3 to 5 p.m. Location:
Hessel School House. Fee: $35. Instructor: Cindy Lyons.
Description: Explore the colors of nature and the forest with
acrylic paint and palette knives. A 10”X20” canvas will be
used for this painting. (Adult beginners and experienced
painters)
IC “PAINTED BIRCH TREES”
Date: July 29, Wednesday. Time: 3 to 5 p.m. Location: Hessel Schoolhouse. Fee: $35. Instructor: Cindy Lyons.
Description: “Let’s paint these easy and fun trees together,
using acrylic paint and palette knives on (2) 12”X16” canvases.” (Open to beginners and seasoned artists.)
COLORIZED ECO-PRINTING
Date: Thursday July 30. Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Location:
Hessel Schoolhouse. Instructor: Diane Keighley. Fee: $55.
Students will design two beautiful silk scarves simultaneously
using leaves, natural dyes and iron/water solutions, then a 2hour steam. We will use Logwood for blues/purples, Cochineal for pinks, and Fustic for yellow/golds. The scarves will be
mirror images of each other. This 4-hour class allows two
hours for the design process and two hours for the steam
process. Students do not need to stay during the steam process. ***All materials will be supplied.
WATERCOLOR CHALLENGES
Dates: Two Day Workshop, July 31 to August 1. Time: 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Location: Hessel Schoolhouse. Instructor: Sandy
Meyer. Fee: $200.
Description: This workshop will focus on Realism. Day One:
Presenting difficult challenges to paint. *capturing a still image of moving water. *working with watercolor on unusual
surfaces by creating watercolor on an antique page from
1903 book page surface. Day Two: Egg Tempered watercolor.
*Doing a small study of fruit using egg tempered watercolor*.
Afternoon session students will create a mini mural using a
piece of wall board as the surface and watercolor as the medium. Supply List: Posted on Website. Supplies for egg tempered watercolor will be supplied by Sandy. Recommended
for intermediate to advanced painters.
ACRYLIC PAINTING: “WAVES”
Date: Wednesday, August 5. Time: 3 to 5 p.m. Location: Hessel Schoolhouse. Instructor: Cindy Lyons. Cost: $35. Using a
“diptych” method, let’s reflect on the water around us with
acrylic paint and palette knives. Open to beginners and seasoned artists.
(Continued on page 8)

(Continued from page 7)

ACRYLIC PAINTING: “PINEAPPLE”
Date: Wednesday, August 12. Time: 3 to 5
p.m. Location: Hessel Schoolhouse. Instructor:
Cindy Lyons. Cost: $35.
Description: Shaped like a giant pinecone with
a voluminous crown, the pineapple represents
warm welcomes, celebration and hospitality!
Paint your own pineapple in this class, using an
11”X14” canvas. Participants will also explore
traditional and ancestral approaches to wellness.
COLORIZED ECO-PRINTING #2
Date: August 20, Thursday. Time: 2 to 6 p.m.
Location: Hessel Schoolhouse. Instructor: Diane Keighley. Fee: $55.
Description: Students will design two beautiful
silk scarves simultaneously using leaves, natural dyes and iron/water solutions, then a 2hour steam. We will use Logwood for blues/
purples, Cochineal for pinks, and Fustic for
yellow/golds. The scarves will be mirror images of each other. This 4-hour class allows Two
hours for the design process and two hours for
the steam process. Students do not need to
stay during the steam process. ***All materials will be supplied.

Following is a press release from “Writers of the
Future”

HEATHER LAURENCE OF SAULT STE.
MARIE, ONE OF 12 WINNERS IN A
WORLDWIDE ART CONTEST, HAS A
PAINTING INCLUDED IN A NEWLY
PUBLISHED
BESTSELLING ANTHOLOGY.
HOLLYWOOD — Twelve winning writers and
twelve illustrators from around the globe—
including illustrator, Heather A. Laurence of
Sault Ste. Marie—have their winning stories and
art published in L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers of the Future Volume 36. which was officially
released on April 7th. Winners in the Writers
and Illustrators of the Future contests are flown
to Hollywood for a week-long professional
workshop and awards event. This is normally
done in conjunction with the book re-
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HONORS &
ACCOLADES
Pirates of the Caribbean IV
was based on), Brandon
Sanderson
(Mistborn series, Stormlight
Archive) and Robert J. Sawyer, referred to as Canada’s
Dean of Science Fiction; as
well as award winning
artists Bob Eggleton (11
Chesley Awards and 7 Hugo
Awards),
Larry
Elmore
(Dungeons & Dragons book
covers), Rob Prior (art
for Spawn, Heavy Metal comics and Buffy the
Vampire Slayer), Ciruelo
(Eragon Coloring Book), who
will all serve as presenters.

lease. However, due to the Corona
virus situation, the workshop and
awards event have been rescheduled to late August.
The 36th Annual L. Ron Hubbard
Achievement Awards Event will be
at the Taglyan Complex, on Thursday, August 27th, 2020 in Hollywood, California. Heather will be
honored at this event at which time
she'll receive her award.
The highlight of the ceremony will
be the announcement of the year’s
two Grand Prize winners who will
each receive $5,000. Quarterly winners also receive cash prizes from
$1,000 to $500. Their winning stories and illustrations will appear in
the annual anthology L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers and Illustrators of the Future Volume
36 (Galaxy Press, April 2020).
Participating in the ceremony will
be best-selling authors Kevin J. Anderson (Dune prequel series), Orson
Scott Card (Ender’s Game), Eric Flint
(1632), Larry Niven (Ringworld), Tim
Powers (On Stranger Tides, which

Throughout the Contests’ 36
-year history, over 774 writers and illustrators have
been recognized as winners.
“What’s amazing to me is that a
good 60 to 70% of winners go
on to successful careers,” says
New York Times’ best-selling
author Anderson. “You could
call it ‘The American Idol’ for
writers—long before there ever
was such a show.”
The Writers of the Future
writing
contest
(www.writersofthefuture.com)
was initiated by L. Ron Hubbard
in 1983 to provide “a means for
new and budding writers to
have a chance for their creative
efforts to be seen and acknowledged.” Based on its success, its
sister contest, Illustrators of the
Future was created five years
later to provide that same opportunity for the aspiring artist.
The intensive mentoring process
has proven very successful. The
428 past winners of the Writing
Contest have published 1,150
novels and nearly 4,500 short
stories. They have produced 32
New York Times bestsellers and
(Continued on page 9)
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their works have sold over 60 million
copies.
The 358 past winners of the Illustrating
Contest have produced over 6,000 illustrations, 360 comic books, graced 624
books and albums with their art and visually contributed to 68 TV shows and 40
major movies.
For more information and to see the
awards ceremony online, go
to www.writersofthefuture.com

Editor’s note: Ditd everybody catch
that? One of 12 in an international competition! And the organization is paying
all Heather’s expenses for the trip once
it’s safe to go. Because of the Corona
virus, publicity and ceremonies are
online and the actual presentation date
has been moved from now to late August.
You’ve seen Heather’s work in the Alberta House Shop and in the Sault Summer
Arts Festival and may even have attended one of her classes or workshops.
Heather is a writer as well as an illustrator. Her preferred genre is fantasy and
science fiction but she also paints exquisite watercolors of flowers and other natural subjects.
The book in which her work is published
is available on Amazon for $15.95—$9.99
on Kindle.
And now for some late, not so happy
news. Heather has just moved to Kalamazoo. We’re going to miss her a lot.
She has been a very active SAAC member
from the minute she hit town, participating in the Sault Summer Arts Festivals
and the Christmas shows, giving workshops and classes and putting her work
in the shop. Her work is portable, but
her partner has a new job in Kalamazoo.
Good news is that it’s not all that far
away and festival participation is always
a possibility. Meanwhile, we’re really
going to miss her! See her “Potion Maker” on p. 1, and “Puddleglum” on the
subscription page.

NEWS & NOTES
Editor’s note:
As with the Great Depression almost one hundred years ago, the pandemic is creating a chain effect, much of which is due less to actual
scarcity than with the private and commercial reaction to it, which created havoc with the normal distribution of resources. Resulting hoarding made it worse (as with the toilet paper fiasco today). Herbert Hoover was ultra conservative and didn’t want to interfere, no matter how
desperate the needs of the majority of people. Fat cats weren't feeling
the pinch but in the land of plenty, people were starving. Because people were out of work and couldn’t buy food, farmers who couldn’t sell
their product were plowing fields under and slaughtering the meat animals they couldn’t afford to feed. Seed and machine maintenance to
sow new crops were unaffordable without having sold their old crops
so actual shortages became the norm. These were made much worse
by the dust bowl in the nation’s heart.
It wasn’t until Roosevelt came on board and the government began
buying up surplus and distributing it to the needy that the economy
slowly began rolling again.

The pandemic is having a similar effect, by throwing a huge monkey
wrench into the normal distribution of resources and once again, it’s
already hitting, not the fat cats, but the little guys.
Our part is to support local businesses, who will not only suffer during
the pandemic itself but will later, because how many tourists are going
to be visiting the locks? And how many locals, whose jobs are on hold,
will be able to eat out? Anyway, it’s definitely time for people to be
helping each other and sharing.
Meanwhile, enjoy the virtual exhibits and tend your gardens and visit
each other via e-mail and telephone!

SOO THEATRE NEWS
Soo Theatre had planned to start its 2020 season with “Frozen”, followed by a number of concerts in April, all of which have been postponed, and May isn’t looking good either. The rest of their ambitious
season included Music in the Park on June 17; Madagasgar Jr. June 26
and 27th; 352nd Musical Celebration June 25; “Oklahoma” July 9 to 12;
and Vocal Gala on July 24. The climax was to be “La Traviata” August 5
& 6. Dates now are either moot or up in the air. Check the Soo Theatre
website and Facebook page for up to date information on both events
and the summer camps and workshops —www.sootheatre.org.
Meanwhile, the organization is keeping up to date and students and
instructors are still working, giving and receiving virtual instruction and
(Continued on page 10)

10

NEWS & NOTES

(Continued from page 9)

rehearsing online. However, since no actual performances can be produced, there’s no money coming in. Instruction is
ongoing and instructors need to be paid. The organization is having a hard time and would appreciate donations to help
bridge the gap.

THEATER IN SAULT, ONTARIO—extracted from a Sault Star article
Theatres have gone dark. The curtain has fallen. Sault Ste. Marie’s community theatre groups have been forced to cancel
shows and scramble to deal with the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic and its stay-at-home measures. Although we will
temporarily miss that sensation of settling into a cushy seat and escaping into the magic of theatre, maybe it’s a good time
to remind ourselves that some of the greatest theatre originated in times of plagues and pestilence – and we have a lot to
look forward to when this isolation period comes to an end.
Algoma Repertory Theater, founded just last year, by Marc Beaudette and Sandra Forsell, was forced to postpone its
planned production of Tony and Tina’s Wedding from May 2020 to May 2021. “Half of the wedding party and many of the
invited guests are quarantined in Italy,” Beaudette said. The group is hopeful Night of the Living Dead Live will be a go this
October. Beaudette pointed out that Shakespeare wrote some of his best work while in isolation from the Black Plague.
Harry Houston of the Sault Theatre Workshop said that 2021 was going to be a season of one-person plays but it seems that
the world is kind of living a one-person show right now so that plan is scratched. He shares Beaudette’s positive attitude and
says that in addition to reading a lot of scripts, he has been posting weekly archive photos on the STW’s Facebook page and
doing his best to keep in touch with theatre friends adding that the act of creation, through bringing a character to life, or
staging one’s interpretation of a play or rendition of a song or dance, or building or lighting a set, or setting a mood with a
soundscape – all aspects of theatre – telling stories and sharing ideas – feeds us and makes us whole. We have to do it.
The Workshop was off to a great start this season with the musical Matilda, the comedy Mambo Italiano and the drama Angel’s River, which was entered in the Quonta Region Drama Festival. A fourth show was announced but hit a snag over production rights and was cancelled. When government limits were put on gatherings, the Theatre Ontario Festival was cancelled, but the Workshop hopes to host the event next year. Now the Workshop has to deal with compensation for season
ticket holders and return of grants and sponsorships that were intended for the Theatre Ontario Festival. The Sault Theatre
Workshop is aiming to open Season 72 with the Norm Foster comedy Ned Durango Comes to Big Oak, which Harry will direct in the fall. “As artists we want to keep working. Through video conferencing and individual work, we are hopeful to have
something to present to an audience whenever we are allowed out of our houses.”
The Sault Theatre Workshop’s Calista Jones received an adjudicator’s merit award for Young Performer for her role in Angel’s River and Michael Cuthbertson received a merit award for Soundscape Design for the same production.
Prior to COVID-19, Sault audiences were looking forward to the Musical Comedy Guild’s The Addams Family Musical, slated
to open April 29. New dates, according to Guild President Louise Stephens, are Oct. 14 to 17. Director Timothy Murphy admits he is disappointed the show will be delayed, mainly because some cast and production members who had been working
hard will not be able to return for a fall staging. Both Stephens and Murphy remind people they can get their musical fixes
online with so many artists and companies offering free entertainment. Both suggest checking out classic movies as well.
Plans for the launch of a new theatre company – the West End Theatre Project – with Lucas Beaver at the helm, have been
put on hold but a livestream launch is possible in the coming weeks. “We have the rights to three shows and have dates
booked for mainstage productions,” says Beaver, who recently directed CATS for the Musical Comedy Guild. “We will be
attaching our shows to a charity and we have longer-term plans to bring art-based projects to the Sault. Hopefully we’ll announce our plans soon.”
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Heather Laurence’s “Puddledglum”
practicing social distancing.
See pp. 8 & 9, for more on Heather.

